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Along  the  Pennsylvania  Trail  of  History, 
at  the  intersection  of  Trindle  Road  (Pa.  641) 
and  St.  John’s  Church  Road  in  Hampden  Town- 
ship, near  Camp  Hill,  Cumberland  County,  stands 
Peace  Church. 

Peace  Church  is  a beautifully  simple  house 
of  worship,  built  for  a small  country  congre- 
gation at  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century. 
Inside,  the  visitor  will  discover  that  the  rough 
pews  on  the  main  floor  and  in  the  balcony  face 
the  worshipers  in  three  directions  toward  a hand- 
somely appointed  wineglass  pulpit.  This  pulpit 
stands  nine  feet  high  so  that  the  preacher  may 
be  visible  in  the  compact  interior  to  the  whole 
congregation. 

The  congregation  that  built  Peace  Church 
was  established  in  1793  by  Anthony  Hautz,  a Ger- 
man Reformed  minister.  Meetings  were  held  at 
first  in  private  homes,  but  by  1798  enough  money 
had  been  contributed  to  build  a church.  For 
this  Hautz  hired  Thomas  Anderson,  who  was 
presumably  a mason,  and  Martin  Rupp,  a car- 
penter. Together  they  built  a simple  meeting- 
house designed  outwardly  and  built  of  limestone 
like  three  neighboring,  contemporary  residences. 

The  church  was  completed  in  1799  and 
dedicated  on  May  19.  It  was  made  available  to 
a Lutheran  congregation  and  to  preachers  of 
other  denominations.  Revivalistic  preachers 
proclaimed  a new  way  of  conversion  and  shocked 
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and  divided  the  Reformed  congregation.  Smaller 
now  in  numbers  because  of  the  rift,  the  Reformed 
congregation  agreed  with  the  Lutheran  to  share 
ownership  and  to  worship  on  alternate  Sundays. 

The  agreement  specified  that  Peace  Church 
was  to  be  “forever  a German  Church,"  but  that 
should  the  language  of  the  Fatherland  be  for- 
gotten, each  congregation  would  be  permitted 
to  accept  an  English-speaking  minister.  In  fact. 
English  was  used  in  the  church  by  1814. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  of  the  inner 
refinements  of  Peace  Church  is  its  organ.  In 
1807  the  Reformed  group  used  the  cash  received 
from  the  Lutheran  congregation  to  purchase 
a pipe  organ  from  Conrad  Doll,  of  Lancaster. 
The  serial  number  of  the  organ,  which  can  still 
be  played,  is  5.  The  cost  was  S466. 


The  old  gray  limestone  church  was  used 
alternately  until  1864,  at  which  time  the  Luth- 
erans decided  to  build  a church  of  their  own. 
The  smaller  Reformed  congregation  held  its 
final  communion  service  on  June  23,  1866,  and 
moved  its  services  to  Mechanicsburg.  Since 
then  Peace  Church  has  been  used  only  on  special 
occasions. 

In  1969  Peace  Church  was  acquired  by  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  and  is  being 
administered  and  maintained  as  a historic  site 
by  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  and  Museum 
Commission. 
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